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Making Use of JapanKnowledge
Lib in the Classroom and Research

Professor Bettina Gramlich-Oka, Faculty of Liberal Arts

Students when undertaking research for papers and assignments of
their classes heavily depend on the internet. This is a mixed bag for
a university library. Here, let me only focus on its positive development. The inter-
net offers a new universe of information available to students with a few clicks, and
librarians and publishers have come up with solutions to ensure that high stan-
dards accommodate the students’ resourcefulness in tracking down
easy-to-come-by information. For this reason, fortunately, even if students, particu-
larly in the humanities may not pick up with their hands as many books and jour-
nals any more as previous generations used to, our library gives access to various
electronic resources

(e-books and e-journals; http://ax5kréfu7r.search.serialssolutions.com/)

that replace the hike up to the stacks. Academic journals make up the majority of
available resources for students to browse and read in digital form so that instructors can rest assured that
students without any excuse are able to conduct their research in the proper academic environment. (VPN
access lets them browse from off-campus! https://ccweb.cc.sophia.ac.jp/userguide/network/sv_04/)

But how to direct the students’ dependence on the internet first-hand information about facts, events, and
people that are reliable and helpful? If Wikipedia is not the place you want students to start and stop, here
too the library has solutions. Let me introduce one web archive that is the place to go to when you want
your students to work, | confess, mainly on Japan and its history: JapanKnowledge Lib

(JK; https://japanknowledge.com/library/). JK is a commercial web archive that includes encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, reference books, and even entire sets of journals and collections that let us detect in one glance
the meaning of key words and where they come up in sources.

JK has as its user certainly more those in mind who read and write Japanese, but the search function can be
switched to an English page, so that there is no need to be afraid. Dictionaries, as | already mentioned,
make up a large part of the collection and a guide informs you about the search function.

Figure 1. Guide for Japanknowledge

| doubt students need much help or instruc-
tion in navigating the page being quite savvy,
so let us for fun consider the results when we
search for £#. Basic search:

Figure 2. Results for “L%8.” (JK website.)

But more seriously, let us for instance investigate a topic from the past: the investigating of a scroll from
the late medieval period, which was mentioned in class and a student takes up as the topic for a research
paper. JK offers general facts about what is known about the scroll:

Search term: B&R:®
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We detect images and a list of references and all with a few simple clicks.

anm B emi—
.
pl LEm [ mam | L —
iR
| r
[ AWy g
B - -] -
.-; _:;:: -“"_"E e . =
Eel - =
iy == '
»f q - P L]
&_ — -

Figure 4-8. Results for “EiRE.”

(JK website and Kokubunken.)

The student can now begin to work on the project.

My hope is that our library will subscribe to more extensions available through JK and other archives since
the positive developments in the digital humanities can help us in the classroom. Resources that are not
only for students but researchers too, since I, for instance, access JK daily in my function as editor of Mon-
umenta Nipponica, where fact-checking is part of the job.




+ %1 3@ & /u&&*(g.t“d)éilﬁl’ —iRROEBR LG —

REHEBIE. FALBRERICERZRUICTIN. BRICEENENREADBDIATEZ.
BRICHozERERS ZED. UIR—MEELEZOHDE—FH, 0. SZICLTR!

#3689 ~ : ,. B

e B e
=7V
5 —en i
! AN
—— e
: > KR
0T Gl

iﬁﬂ%ﬁt&ﬁﬁ@miotL\é—iﬂ)ﬁﬁnﬁk‘%’&\ RIEBICEH
EHRED, BFIDBFORRIBEXEHTZEDD, HE -
BHOKIICERPBMICOVNTHESRUZEDEH Do

TEXFREROREFHRIHRS-0OPAC
RN R &R I BS5—CiNii Books,NDL-Online &2

BRNICZHDISELTVSAER.
BELVEFEESNEEFIVIEHISL!

mif}p

BE. !Eﬂ(i%’iﬂg)fsﬂ]ﬁ’éﬁfeb\]

HAREDER GEXPLERE) ZRE - FKELT.IVE1—

Y THENICRFETEDRIICUEZED,

HEETRIFBT —IN—RZMOHI
ATVET, FULIERERHPT,

(M?r\ upl. 8. REDTMORY - RSB, ua?

AERERERFTCTERBAT. T—IN—ROTELQ!

EFNZFNORRY—IVICIK. REEHP
&R DRX—IDSPILRATED
Fo ARICHDET. WEALBEHZ
BsALTRA!

MBI RE DL

i YA
HBHRERE. BLRBUTVBIAT 17, EBIED

—EDREHEFHDHEIC, BHDEEICKLDELBOHXD
IRHSNTVDED. BEICNTERENH Do

TEXZRELEOMEERIBRS—~0OPAC
BRI REsEZ IR I 25— CiNii Books,NDL-Online ¢

MER. BROMRBROBERBRICONVTE
ADISBELTWLBAER.
HEDEFESNEEFIr—FIViE. BFER
DHEEINRTEINED. BFIJ+—F VDB TH
XHRHEENBEEEHD !

> A
)

B MG (ZEM - hER) P (GRS - SEDFHE)
BEDH Do

R (FEIE4E) ZR I BS—~OPAC [ ($EiEHE) 1213 Tl
XA 2071 LAdERIMOFEIBEREOHDXT ] s
BT —IN—AZR I BS5—~HERHP>BHRIRF> S -
—1—AR%

™y
rﬁlﬂl& ROEEDTES LY, BEOHEREE
RRIBDICHEEBEIER.
EEL. RERESHIIRE. SRERHELE 7
FE.BBICBOTLFRSZ LB K2\ FEICKD
TEEDEBVEHIAIEE. B EEMBHEORE

BY, BHOMEESHENDEHKTREX!
\_ A

FRRZEREMZLY No. 30
RATHT R KEREE

T102-8554 WA TUH XA RHHT7-1 TEL:03-3238-3510 FAX :03-3238-3139

@ [?“7"":)? R47H ;019;1510)5115

A 4 AAFHIA LINIVERSTTY R =SWEIRIBRX &4 TEL:03-5276-0811

E
P
—
-
—
G
B
-
o
i
=
:
el




	図書館だよりNo.30-1
	図書館だよりNo.30-2



