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‘Richly detailed, empirically rigorous and innovative in its design and approach, this book 

provides an original account of how voluntary forms of climate governance are working in 

cities in different contexts, providing insight for students and researchers alike and with 

valuable lessons for the policy process’. 

Harriet Bulkeley, Durham University

‘Jeroen van der Heijden’s book is an innovative and impressive great-leap forward in 

extending the theory of regulation to areas and issues that were not studied from this 

point of view before. The scope and depth of the analysis makes it a must read for scholars 

and practitioners alike.’

David Levi-Faur, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

‘This book offers a rich and highly systematic empirical account of various voluntary 

programs for sustainable buildings and cities, viewed through a number of different 

theoretical lenses. It extends well beyond well known cases in Northern Europe to draw 

fascinating comparisons with new governance practices in Asia, the US and Australia. 

And it advances rapidly emerging debates on climate governance innovation beyond the 

UNFCCC. Highly recommended.’

Andrew Jordan, Tyndall Centre, University of East Anglia

‘In Innovations in Urban Climate Governance, Jeroen van der Heijden looks critically at the 

performance of voluntary programs for sustainable development in urban renewal. The 

analysis, covering 35 programs from six different countries, is conceptually, empirically 

and methodologically astute. The book should be required reading for students of 

environmental policy, governance theory, and political economy.’

Jon Pierre, Göteborgs Universitet and University of Melbourne
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