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Reading books...your chance now!

Vice President for Academic Exchange
Professor, Faculty of Foreign Studies

Jean-Claude Hollerich sj

When | was a child | was an intensive
reader. Of course the books that raised my
interest at that time were not books of
learned scholarship, but books of adventure
featuring Indians and cowboys, knights and
kings. Nowadays my choice of books is
different, but there is still a common point:
seeing a new book, starting to read a new
volume is like a new adventure, advancing in
a world of the unknown, starting a discovery.

While my experience remains the same,
the surrounding world of reading has
changed: old volumes get replaced by
technological devices. Sometimes in order to
prepare a report students have to use the
internet sources as much as the library. This
change to the net changes also the structure
of texts: texts get shorter, sometimes less
complex, they adapt to their new medium,
the computer screen. However | do not think
that changes are bad, they offer us new

chances. | became myself a fervent user of
new electronic reading devices.

| might be a bookish romantic, but | think
that the new devices will not replace the
book. The old normal books, the pages which
sometimes show their frequent use over the
ages, have a seduction difficult to resist.
Books are friends, confidents; they lead to
new horizons, open up Nnew perspectives.

| am however, | must confess, afraid of
one type of person: the one-book-person. Let
me explain: the content of the last read book
gets assimilated without any critical thinking;
the book gets an absolute standard which no
doubt can shatter. Students should not be
persons of one book, but of many books. Our
reading experience leads us to critical
thinking; reading is always a dialogue with
the author, never the unconditional
accepting of new content.

In this sense | would encourage all of you
to read many books, not only at the time of
exams and reports, not only because you got
an assignment. You should read, because
you are a student. Allow me a simple
comparison: a student without books is like a
coffee machine without coffee, a mere name
without content.

Use your time for reading now; you will
never have as much time in your whole life!
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