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Snow / Orhan Pamuk

(FNNY - SHA2%E [%])

Originally written as Kar, the name of a remote,
frontier town in Eastern Turkey, and translated into
English as Snow, this enigmatically beautiful novel
by the world-famous 2006 Nobel Prize winner
Orhan Pamuk is a haunting, tale of love, happiness,

and the clash civilizations (Islam and secular values).

From a technical point, it is a masterpiece in the art
of the novel. After some years in exile in Germany,
the Turkish poet Ka is sent as a reporter to the small,
poverty-stricken town of Kar, to investigate several
cases of suicide among young schoolgirls refusing
the Islamic veil. He hopes as well to reconnect
himself with the “beautiful Ipek”, a modern Turkish
woman whom he knew and loved during his youth
in Istanbul. In his quest, Kar will meet all the

different groups of this little-known part of the world:

government official, idealistic students, Kurdish
separatists, a leftist theater group (including the
memorable Republican comedian, Sunay and his
wife), and dangerous Islamic extremists, one of
whom is called Lazuli. In this bleak, mountainous
region, the snow -- perhaps the main character,
since it pervades the entire novel with its whiteness,
its cold, its sadness -- ceaselessly falls, to the point
of cutting the town off from the rest of the world.
The approach of local elections raises political

passions to a paroxysm, until, unexpectedly, a
military coup plunges everything into chaos. Various
plot elements are thus intertwined into an
unmatched narrative unity: the interplay of the
political and the religious, the struggle between
westernization and traditionalism, Ka's rediscovery
of poetry and God, and eventually, his tragic, ill-
fated happiness with Ipek.

Very different from Kawabata's celebrated novel,
Snow Country, Pamuk’s Snow resembles it in that
the reader is gradually brought by the all-pervasive
snow to the point that, reading between the lines,
one can actually feel its silence and the lack of
motion it imposes on everything, including the
rhythm of the sentences. Himself born into a
wealthy, westernized Istanbul family, Orhan Pamuk
in this novel managed to give voice to forgotten
people living at the distant periphery of the world,
thus conveying a vibrant message of humaneness
and humility. “More than a novel about political
Islam, Snow is a novel about the quest of happiness”,
Pamuk once told Japanese Nobel Prize winner Oe
Kenzaburo. He could have added that it was a novel
about part of each of us.
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1. Collection of American Theses

on International Conflict and Security, 1997-2007
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