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The Pleasure
of Browsing

My academic specialty is 19th-20th century
Chinese social and economic history, and in my
field research is centered on libraries and archives.
In the course of my research | have used libraries in
Japan, China, Taiwan and the United States. When |
first began research work, there were no on-line
catalogues and a researcher had to search printed
catalogues to locate books, and then travel-often
long distances-to read rare books that were available
in only one library. The information revolution of
the last two decades has radically changed the way
historians do research work. Most major libraries
now have on-line catalogues and many libraries and
archives have made the full-texts of rare books and
manuscripts available on line. Using the new VPN
service at Sophia, faculty and students can now
search the library's collection of on-line journals
and databases from home, making it possible to do
much research work without entering the library
building.

While the digital revolution in information
science has made it much easier to locate relevant
materials to answer specific research questions,
nothing can replace the pleasure of browsing the
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shelves of a library. Sophia
was one of the pioneers
among university libraries
in Japan in opening stack
access to all users. Readers

can browse the shelves,

picking up interesting books and reading a few
pages before deciding whether to borrow a book. |
often find that as | browse | come across books that |
would never have discovered if | had relied only on
OPAC searches.

One of my own favorite sections of our library is
the new acquisitions section on the first floor near
the main entrance. Newly catalogued books are
displayed there for a short time before being shelved
in the main collection. The new books section is a
wonderful place to browse-since at a glance the
reader can see a wide-range of newly published
books in many languages and fields. Sometimes |
find new books in my own field, but more often
books to read for pleasure and interest.

| hope that all of our students will come to share
the pleasure of browsing in the library.
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